
 

 

FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

CURRICULUM ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

-- BOARD ROOM, 520 FIFTH AVENUE -- 
 

THURSDAY, MARCH 2, 2017 
5:30 P.M. 

 

A G E N D A 
 
A.   PRELIMINARIES 
 

1.  Call to Order 
2.  Roll Call 

 
Paula Addis Sharon Hildebrand Jane Peppey 
Obadare Awoleke Felicia Jackson Earl Peterson 
Leah Berman Williams Dr. Ute Kaden Autumn Pryor 
Joe Dallaire Earnest Kincade Fe Seymour 
Wendy Dominique Svetlana Nuss Dr. Heather Willis 

 
 
A.   INTRODUCTIONS 

•  New members 
 

B.   APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
•  Recommend approval of the meeting agenda of March 2, 2017 

 
C.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

•  Recommend approval of the meeting minutes of February 2, 2017 
 
D.   CURRICULUM 

•  Overview of Revision Process 
  

E.   CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION CURRICULUM REVISIONS 
•  CTE Curriculum Review and Recommendation for the following clusters:  

ü   Introductory & Capstone  
ü   Architecture & Construction 
ü   Hospitality & Tourism 

 
F.   COMMITTEE COMMENTS 
 
G.   ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
Upcoming Meetings 
 BCAC Meetings    

March 2, 2016 – Board Room  April 13, 2016 – Curriculum Lby (4th Flr) 
April 6, 2016 – Board Room   
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Fairbanks North Star Borough School District 
Board of Education 

Curriculum Advisory Committee 
 

Minutes of: February 2, 2017 
 

Mrs. Dominique called the meeting to order at 5:37 p.m. in the Administrative Center, Board Room, 520 
Fifth Ave., Fairbanks, Alaska. 
 
Members Present:     Members Absent: 
Obadare Awoleke Earnest Kincade  Paula Addis   Felicia Jackson 
Joe Dallaire  Svetlana Nuss   Dr. Ute Kaden  Autumn Pryor  
Wendy Dominique Earl Peterson   Dr. Heather Willis 
Sharon Hildebrand Fe Seymour    
 

Staff Present:       
Kimberly Gatto April Scott   
Melanie Hadaway  
 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
Mrs. Nuss moved to accept the February 2, 2017 agenda as submitted; Ms. Seymour seconded. Seeing 
no objections or further comments, the motion was approved. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
Mr. Kincade moved to accept the minutes for the January 5, 2017 meeting as submitted; Mrs. 
Hildebrand seconded.  Seeing no objections or further comments, the motion was approved. 
 
CURRICULUM REVISION 
Mrs. Hadaway presented the Music Curriculum Revision to the committee.  She explained that the 
committee’s request to re-review the document and make sure that all sections of Readiness Standards 
and Ongoing Learner Goals within each of the courses were included had been completed. Mrs. 
Hadaway asked the committee to recommend the document be moved forward to the Board for review 
and adoption. Discussion ensued.  
 

Mrs. Dominque asked for a roll call vote to recommend the Music Curriculum to move forward to the 
School Board for adoption. 
 
Motion carried by roll call vote ended with a unanimous approval; hearing no objections, the 
committee recommended the Music Curriculum to move forward for School Board review and 
adoption. 
 
CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION CURRICULUM REVISIONS 
Mrs. Hadaway reported that there are sixteen career clusters known nationally. The FNSBSD offers 
thirteen of those career clusters to our students. In order to receive funding from the Carl E. Perkins 
Grant, the District must follow specified requirements, which include following specific course 
formatting and sequencing, while aligning to students’ interests within industries. She said currently, the 
District is revising three career clusters: Introductory & Capstone Courses, Architecture & Construction, 
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and Hospitality & Tourism. Mrs. Hadaway and Mrs. Scott introduced in detail the new courses that have 
been added to these clusters and explained the revision process.  Discussion ensued. 
 
COMMITTEE COMMENTS 
 

Mrs. Nuss 
She requested to received additional information regarding Personalized Learning.  Mrs. Hadaway gave 
a brief explanation. 
 
Ms. Seymour 
Last year, her daughter established a scholarship of $1,000 at Lathrop High School for the most 
improved student, which will be available to a student each year.  She would love to be able to offer a 
$1,000 scholarship as well for an African-American STEM student, but didn’t know what the process 
would be to get it started.  Mrs. Hadaway said she would research it and call her with some information. 
 
Mr. Peterson 
As he has stated before, in a day of challenging resources, what Personalized Learning will end up 
looking like is parking students in front of digital resources that meet their individualized needs because 
that is the only way you can get diverse resources to any group of diverse students in a single setting. 
This means different computer programs, helping different students as they sit in a classroom. Or, the 
better approach he thinks would be to better achieve the more personalized direction that each student 
may need is the multi-age classroom that we already see in many of our schools currently. When 
grouping an age-group of kids across grades, what Personalized Learning becomes is shuffling kids to 
different levels of achievement within the same subject. This will allow the resources we already have to 
be applied without having to modify the curriculum, where the teacher can try to meet the needs of all 
students within the classroom. That is the least costly way of achieving this. It does not eat up as much 
of the District’s resources because we already have in place the ability to address the diverse needs of 
those students. As he looks into the future, that is what he sees for Personalized Learning, because 
unless there is a real increase of resources, we will be hard pressed to achieve what we have been talking 
about in terms of really providing Personal Learning for each individual student.  
 
Mr. Awoleke 
He is interested in the discussion of Personalized Learning. He thinks it has a good chance of working if 
students do their own work. He uses a similar model when teaching at the University. If his students do 
the exercises, it works. If they don’t, then they need four of him to make it work!   
 
Mrs. Hildebrand 
Following up on Mrs. Nuss’ comment, she went to Russia a couple of times last year and toured a few 
schools. She saw the success with the different use of resources and how they do things differently with 
incorporating the parents more. She is not sure if there is more money or people are more interested in 
education and athletics there.  She saw and felt that there was a sense of pride with the students in the 
schools. That may be something to look at.  Regarding Personalized Learning, she is kind of excited 
about it, but a little skeptical as well, because she can see kids who are competitive and want to push 
themselves to do way more than they are required. The other kids who may not be so competitive are 
going to be left behind and that can be self-defeating for them as well. There are positives and negatives 
and that’s safe to say about anything, but like what was said in the last meeting, if something isn’t 
working, then we need to try something new. She is feeling good about what the District is doing.  
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Mr. Kincade 
He is an advocate for Personalized Learning and he thinks that it will work out for the vast majority. He 
does see it being difficult for teachers like Mr. Peterson pointed out.  That is a pretty crafty skill set to 
dance between those students on the floor at the same time and trying to harness that, things could 
definitely get out of hand very quickly. But he thinks most kids are probably going to be above the 
curriculum level, which will gear them toward those who need a little more help. That way, they can sit 
down with them and see where they are at and help them get to that next level. With the multi-age class, 
he doesn’t know how teachers would keep up and harness those students. But he thinks it will work out 
fine. In the beginning there will be a little curve and everything will eventually smooth out. Most things 
work out fine as long as you put some support behind it, even if you don’t like it. It will all work out. 
 
Mrs. Dominque 
Her son moved to Ireland and their school district was very impressive to her. Everybody takes pride in 
their schools, including the students.  Their learning is slightly different. They are speaking English but 
you can’t understand them because they are speaking proper English. She had a great time while she was 
there. She was glad to find that her future daughter-in-law is going to be a school teacher, so she 
received a lot of information regarding their schools vs. our schools. There are kids in Ireland that don’t 
want to go to school, but their parents tell them that they are going to go to school and they are going to 
get their education. That was the way her mother raised her as well.  Here in the United States, we have 
a lot of kids raising kids, she feels. Many of them would love to be involved with their kids but they had 
kids when they were young, they really don’t know how to get involved, and sometimes when they try 
to get involved, they are pushed back and they don’t want to go forward again. She has seen it many 
times when parents come to the schools and it has happened to her as well. She is a very outspoken 
person and when you push her, she pushes back. And she can come to a compromise, but everybody 
isn’t that way. We need to give parents a voice. Once parents see that they really have a voice in their 
student’s education, they can come and make comments and see changes are being made. She truly 
thinks that this is going to be a great thing once we get to it. The things she has seen with the 
Personalized Learning has changed her mind quite a bit because she was thinking the same way that Mr. 
Peterson is about the computers.  She gets so sick when she goes to a school and sees a whole classroom 
sitting in front of computers. She knows there is a place for computers, but it is a tool and it needs to be 
used as a tool; not to be there to use it seven hours a day when they are in school. She has seen a few 
aspects of overseas education, but we got to get there somehow and she thinks that this is a path that will 
get us there.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Mr. Kincade moved to adjourn the meeting; Mrs. Nuss seconded.  Hearing no objections or further 
comment, the meeting was adjourned at 7:11 p.m.  
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FAIRBANKS  NORTH  STAR  BOROUGH  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  

  
   M  E  M  O  R  A  N  D  U  M  
  
DATE:     March  2,  2017  
  

TO:      FNSBSD  Board  of  Education  
  

FROM:     FNSBSD  Board  Curriculum  Advisory  Committee  
  

SUBJECT:   Career  &  Technical  Education  Curriculum  Recommendation  
  
  
The  Board  Curriculum  Advisory  Committee  (BCAC)  supports  the  proposed  clusters  of  
the  Career  &  Technical  Education  Curriculum  as  follows  and  recommends  its  adoption  
by  the  Board  of  Education:    
  

•   Introductory  &  Capstone  Courses  
•   Architecture  &  Construction  
•   Hospitality  &  Tourism  

  
The  CTE  Curriculum  has  historically  been  adopted  in  stages  with  Architecture  &  
Construction  being  last  adopted  in  June  2012  and  the  other  clusters  were  adopted  in  
May  2013.  
  
The  proposed  CTE  Curriculum  has  followed  the  established  curriculum  revision  process.  
During  the  2014-1015  school  year,  revisers  reviewed  the  career  clusters  identified  
above.    They  reviewed  the  Alaska  CTE  Plan,  the  Alaska  Standards,  national  and  
occupational  standards,  and  Career  Ready  Practices.    The  District’s  CTE  program  goals,  
teacher  and  community  suggestions,  and  concerns  expressed  by  the  Board  of  Education  
helped  identify  areas  to  be  addressed  during  the  revision  process.    Support  for  the  
proposed  CTE  curriculum  evolved  over  the  course  of  the  year  through  ongoing  
discussion  with  the  BCAC.  
  
At  the  March  2,  2017  BCAC  meeting,  we  voted  to  recommend  the  proposed  curriculum  
to  the  Board  of  Education  for  adoption.    The  writers  have  done  an  outstanding  job  
developing  a  comprehensive  document  that  addresses  the  needs  of  students  in  our  
district.    This  document  offers  opportunities  for  our  students  to  earn  industry  certificates  
as  well  as  post-secondary  credit.    We  recognize  the  value  of  having  students  prepare  to  
enter  the  workforce  or  attend  college  and  recognize  the  value  of  coordinating  with  post-
secondary  institutions  for  training  and  dual  credit  opportunities.    The  CTE  Curriculum  is  a  
strong  career  development  initiative  and  provides  our  students  the  ability  to  explore  
career  options  throughout  their  secondary  career.    The  BCAC  supports  the  vision  of  
providing  equity  and  access  for  all  students  in  CTE  coursework  and  post-secondary  
career  planning.    Additionally,  the  BCAC  supports  connections  between  humanities  and  
STEM  careers.  
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We  commend  the  writers  for  their  work.    They  have  developed  a  document  that  is  
strong,  clear,  reflects  the  input  of  our  district  and  community,  and  is  aligned  to  state  and  
industry  standards.  
  
Respectfully  submitted  by  the  FNSBSD  Board  Curriculum  Advisory  Committee:  

  
  

§   Wendy  Dominique,  Chair  
§   Paula  Addis  
§   Obadare  Awoleke  
§   Leah  Berman  Williams  
§   Joe  Dallaire  
§   Sharon  Hildebrand  
§   Felicia  Jackson  
§   Dr.  Ute  Kaden  
§   Earnest  Kincade  
§   Svetlana  Nuss  
§   Jane  Peppey  
§   Earl  Peterson  
§   Autumn  Pryor  
§   Fé  Seymour  
§   Dr.  Heather  Willis  

  
  


	Agenda 
	Approval of Minutes: February 2, 2017 (3 pgs)
	Draft BCAC Recommendation Memo for CTE (2 pgs)

